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T 
he 25th Annual Fall Fishing Tourna-

ment got underway October 14th this 

year. We had 176 of 182 registered 

entrants participate this year.  We would 

like to again thank participants for bringing 

confirmation cards.  This streamlines sign-in 

procedure. This was our first year for an 

October tournament.  We moved it at the 

request of a majority of our club members.  

    Mark Weir, DIFF President led the pre-

tournament kick-off meeting.  He spoke of our ñLove Affairò 

with the core banks and our duty to preserve it and all of its 

beauty and natural resources for future generations.  

    We also heard from a National Park Service Law Enforcement 

Ranger Devin Seybert on NPS driving and beach closure rules.  

Lee Paramore, NCDMF spoke to us about proper care of Catch 

and Release of over sized Red Drum.  He recapped all length and 

creel limits for all salt water fish in tourney.  Lee added a special 

addition to our program.  He brought certified scales for the NC 

Fish Citation program to be used at Weigh-In.  I would like to 

thank both Lee Paramore and coworker Michael Binkley for their 

time and sponsor gifts.   

    Ann Beeson and Vickie King took over as merchandise coordi-

nators for sales and gift distribution from over sixty different 

sponsors.  All of our entrants received Tournament Tee shirts and 

Hats along with sponsor gifts in their entrant bag.  All of the Di-

rectors and many members made the 25th a very special tourna-

ment. 

    White Swan Caterers Express, Randy Hingson served a great 

Saturday lunch of BBQ chicken, pork and trimmings.  A special 

thanks to Davis Shore Ferry Service and Randy Hingson for 

The Gull-billed Tern is a fairly 

large and powerful tern with a 

short thick bill , broad wings, 

long legs and robust body.  The 

summer adult has grey upper-

parts, white underparts, a black 

cap, strong black bill and black 

legs. 

The Gull-billed Tern does not 

normally plunge dive for fish 

like the other white terns, but 

feeds on insects taken in flight, 

and also often hunts over wet 

fields, to take amphibians and 

small mammals, as well as small 

birds. 

This species breeds in colonies 

on lakes, marshes and coasts. It 

nests in a ground scrape and lays 

two to five eggs. 

Gull -billed Tern 
Gelochelidon nilotica 
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2011 Tournament 

T 
he 26th annual Fall Fishing Tournament 

is scheduled for noon Thursday October 

13 through noon Saturday October 15, 

2011.   The DIFF Board of Directors voted 

unanimously in favor of continuing with the new 

tradition of the second Thursday in October.  

Make your 2011 ferry and cabin reservations for 

these dates when reservations are taken begin-

ning on January 10, 2011.       Ed Caskey      
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sponsorship on meal.   

    The Saturday program was kicked off by Mark 

Weir as he introduced Russell Wilson, NPS Super-

intendant to crowd.  Russ announced he will be 

leaving CALO for a NPS job in Washington DC in 

January 2011.  We will miss his leadership.  He has 

been a great asset to our club and is an advocate of 

all groups on CALO.  We also wish to give a spe-

cial thanks to Russ and his staff for opening the 

Cape Lookout Lighthouse for a special climb for 

DIFF members on Wednesday and Saturday after-

noon.  Russ expressed his positive experiences with 

CALO and with DIFF. 

    Mark Weir recognized Jack Davis for his long 

time service to DIFF with a Lifetime Achievement 

Award plaque.  Jack served many years with the 

Board of Directors and as Tournament Director.  

Jack participated in  many DIFF work trips, includ-

ing the original construction of the board walk from 

the lighthouse to the ocean.   We all owe much ku-

dos to Jack for all he has done to grow our club.  I 

will add special thanks from myself for his many 

tips on my duties on the board and as tournament 

director.  I cannot leave out all of his personal surf-

fishing tutorage and tales.  

    JW (Johnny) Smith sponsored a Special Category 

for the most 

spots on the 

Puppy Drum 

category 

again this 

year.  He 

expanded this Special category to five places and a 

total purse of $1,000.  Along with this category, this 

yearôs purse totaled $11,775.   

     We had sixty-one places and winnings were 

shared by fifty-two different entrants.  Our entrants 

weighed-in more than 459 pounds of fish.  The big 

Red Drum category was entered by thirty entrants.  

The winning drum was 51ò long and 25 İñ girth for 

a total of 76 1/2ñ.  I have to give another special 

thanks to our sponsors for donating rod/reel combos 

for all winning categories.  I would like to thank the 

Hefner Family for their sponsorship on our Tourna-

ment Shirts this year.   Please note memorials on 

back of shirts.  

    After all weigh-in and raffle the club moved 

to the beach for a Power Casting demonstration 

by Ryan White, Hatteras Jack. Ryan is world 

class and competes in power casting tourna-

ments all over the east coast. He has an average 

of 725ô.  Many thanks to Ryan for his addition to 

festivities and his sponsorship of a custom rod 

for our dollar raffle.  Ryan wants to expand his 

sponsorship of the tournament.  He has asked to 

sponsor a clinic on the Wednesday before next 

yearôs tournament to be free to the first twenty 

entrants who call or email him.  This will be a 

one-on-one clinic.  

    We had something very special happen after 

tourney this year.  The NCDMF has tried to 

bring the Red Drum back from a much depleted 

state for many years with the one per day creel 

limit of 18ò-27ò fish.  My information was for 

better than a quarter mile from MM 32-33, Red 

Drum were schooling in the surf and were reach-

able with artificial lures.  I will quote ñthe water 

was red with drum as far as you could seeò.   

You know who missed the blitz as usual.      

    I wish to 

thank all who 

donated time 

and monies to 

make this a great 

and memorable 

time on CALO.  I look forward to seeing all of 

you next year at the 26th Annual Tournament in 

October, 2011.                                  Ed Caskey 



Red Drum 
(L to R) 8th: Lance Brown;  7th: Vince Fleming (not pictured);  6th: Derrick Crater;   

5th: David Holcomb;  4th: Ernie Holcomb;  3rd: Devin Lineberry;  2nd: Mike Matthews;  

1st Place: Jimmy Brown  L+G  = 76-1/2ò  

Flounder 
(L to R) 8th (drawing): Harold Smith (not pictured);  7th (drawing): S.W. Baldwin;  6th: Philip 

Harvey;  5th: Rich Lambert;  4th: Rick Ricketts Jr.;  3rd: Thomas Belcher;  2nd: Todd Moore; 

1st Place: Scotty Gordon  2.55 pounds 
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25th ANNUAL  TOURNAMENT WINNERS  
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Blue Fish 
(L to r) 8th (tie): Bob Aklus, Bob Jenkins;  7th: Dane Curtsinger;  6th: Billie Marsh;   

4th (tie): Calvin Moore, Benjamin Riggleman;  3rd: Andrew Riggleman;  2nd: Lee Marsh;   

1st Place: Dennis Pegram Sr.  5.45 pounds 

ñSlot-sizeò Puppy Drum 
(L to R) 8th: Michael Puryear;  7th: Donald Barefoot;  6th: Scotty Gordon;  5th: David Bryant;   

4th: Ryan White; 3rd: Rick Liles (not pictured);  2nd: Dustin Hayes;   

 1st Place: Casey Johnson 7.70 pounds  

25th ANNUAL  TOURNAMENT WINNERS  
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Black Drum 
(L to R) 8th (tie): David Holcomb, Niles Chumley;  6th (tie): Robyn Hege, Calvin Moore;   

5th: Joyce Lee;  4th: Lee Hege;  3rd: Dennis Lee;  2nd: Chavis Lee; 

1st Place: Patti Barefoot 8.70 pounds  

Whiting  
(L to R) 8th (tie): Joyce Lee, Charles Holcomb, Mike Fulkerson, Cecil Everette;  6th (tie): 

Dennis Lee, Phillip Harvey;  5th: Tom Dunaway;  3rd (tie): Tate Wilkinson, Lee Hege;   

1st Place (tie): Donald Barefoot , Justin Langton, 1.50 pounds  

25th ANNUAL  TOURNAMENT WINNERS  


