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DIFF Awards $3500 in 

Scholarships 

T 
he 24th annual Fall Fishing Tournament is scheduled for 

noon Thursday September 24 through noon Saturday Sep-

tember 26, 2009. If you have never attended, please make 

an extra effort this year. It is a great opportunity to meet new 

friends and share your knowledge. I look forward to a bountiful 

catch and great fellowship.  

Tournament registration begins at 8:00 AM on Thursday Sep-

tember 24 at Cabin 10. The mandatory pre-tournament meeting 

begins at 11:00 AM. Russ Wilson, CALO Superintendent is invited 

to speak to us. Lee Paramore, NC Marine Fisheries will be avail-

able with tagging kits for those interested. Lee will gather carcasses 

for study. Please see Lee for more information. 

Ryan White, Hatteras Jack Bait and Tackle from Rodanthe, NC 

will be adding to our Saturday afternoon with a distance casting 

Least terns are the smallest 

member of the gull and tern 

family.  The black leading edge 

of their wing is conspicuous in 

flight.  They can be distin-

guished from all other terns by 

their small size and combination 

of a black crown and eye stripe 

with a white forehead.   

They fish in shallow water, 

very close to shore, hovering 

longer than other terns and 

plunging to the surface, without 

submerging.  Courtship takes 

place removed from the nesting 

colony site, usually on an ex-

posed tidal flat or beach.  They 

prefer sandy beaches for nesting, 

but will use a flat gravel roof of 

a building.   

24
th

 Annual Surf Fishing 

Tournament 

Least Tern 

Sterna antillarum 

T 
he DIFF Board previously approved offering up to $2000 

annually for scholarships and or grants.  Last year we had 

only one student apply for and receive one of the $500 

scholarships (Erin Holcomb).  This year, with the recession and 

widespread unemployment, the Board generously agreed to take 

the $1500 carryover from last year and combine it with the $2000 

allocated for scholarships/grants for this year and award seven 

$500 scholarships.  This totaled $3500. 

AT THE TOP 
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exhibition and seminar.  Ryanôs average distance 

is 725ô in competition.  Ryan will have custom 

rods and reels for those interested.  I personally 

have three of Ryanôs custom outfits. We are try-

ing to add a casting contest on Saturday after-

noon.  Please contact me or one of the directors if 

you are interested in leading the event. 

We  hope to have the USCG put on rescue 

demonstration in the surf between milemarkers 29 

and 30 from 7:30 AM to 8:30 AM Thursday 

morning.  Lt. Steven Caskey, USCG will be coor-

dinating the event and times with Fort Macon Sta-

tion on Atlantic Beach. We will post more details 

as available. 

Also, I have heard rumors of a serious Horse-

shoe tournament somewhere on the Island during 

or after Tournament. See Robert (Gaterman) Wil-

son or Don Eury for more information. 

Damon Newton will be sponsorship chairman 

this year. Contact Damon or any Board member if 

you know of any sponsors interested in donating 

cash or merchandise for the tournament. Please 

check out our current and past sponsors at 

www.diffclub.com and support them with your 

needs. 

Please complete the tournament application 

form that can be printed from diffclub.com. 

Please make note of two changes this year. We 

have limited the paid participants to 200 entrants. 

If we have 200 before July 31, the tournament 

will be full. Otherwise, entry forms must be post-

marked no later than July 31. The tournament fee 

will be waived for DIFF members twelve and un-

der; but they will need to fill out an application to 

be on the official roster for prize eligibility, hats 

and T-shirts. 

Please make your ferry and cabin reservations 

before committing tournament fee. If you have 

beds available in your cabin, please post on 

www.diffclub.com. 

Ed Caskey 

2010 Tournament 

Will Be In October 

Yesterday is history 

Tomorrow is a mystery 

Today is a gift 

That is why it is called the present  
 

author unknown 

T 
he 25th annual Fall Fishing Tournament is 

scheduled for noon Thursday October 14 

through noon Saturday October 16. Please 

make note of this date. The DIFF Board of Direc-

tors voted unanimously at our meeting June 27, 

2009 to move the date to the second Thursday in 

October in search of cooler 

temperatures and more 

ñmonsterò DRUM. This is in 

response to a majority of our 

DIFF members and their re-

quests for later tournament. 

Please make your ferry reser-

vations and cabin reservations 

as quickly as possible for the 

next Fall Tournament.  

                             Ed Caskey      

National Parks on PBS 

P 
BS will air a new six-part series beginning 

on September 27 ñThe National Parks, 

Americas Best Ideaò.  It is directed by Ken 

Burns and written and co-produced by Dayton 

Duncan.   It is a story full of struggle and conflict, 

high ideals and crass opportunism, stirring adven-

ture and enduring inspiration - set against the 

most breathtaking backdrops imaginable. 

Island Poetry 
(Sharon Rivenbarkôs favorite) 

http://www.diffclub.com
http://www.diffclub.com


W 
hat is the minimum length fish that 

you keep?  The NCDMF establishes 

minimum lengths for recreational 

fishing.  I believe a true sportsman should estab-

lish personal keeper sizes and always properly 

store and cook any fish that is kept.  Flounder 

fishing has fallen off in recent years.  Yet, 

NCDMF reduced the minimum to 15ò for 2009.  

I will continue with the old 15-1/2ò minimum 

while I hope for doormats. Speckled Trout and 

Gray Trout (remember them) are 12ò minimum.  

There is not much meat on a 12ò trout.  A realis-

tic size for trout is 14ò.  I may keep my first 12ò 

Spanish Mackerel if Ernie Holcomb ever shows 

me how to catch one of the darn things.  Then 

Iôll raise it to 14ò.  There is no minimum size for 

Bluefish, so Iôll use 14ò as a minimum with a 

maximum of 24ò.  Iôm OK with 18ò to 27ò for 

Puppy Drum.  Two of the best table fish do not 

have minimum lengths.  Whiting should be 12ò 

and Blowfish should be 8ò.  So, what is the 

minimum length fish that you keep? 

Mark Weir  

Page 3 

the daughter of Linda G.White and the niece of 

Mickey and Helen Wynnberry. 

     A DIFF Club representative presented the 

B.K. Barringer Scholarship Awards at the vari-

ous High School Awards ceremonies in North 

Carolina.  The schools for the scholarship recipi-

ents in Virginia and Maryland were contacted 

and scholarships were mailed to these recipients. 

     The Board will revisit Scholarships and 

Grants at our June meeting and will make fur-

ther recommendations.  Please visit our website, 

www.diffclub.com and click on the Scholarships 

and Grants that will be offered for 2010. 

Niles Chumley 

     We are pleased to award a $500 2009 B.K. 

Barringer student scholarship to the following 

deserving students: 

 

Corey Alexander Clawson from Salisbury, 

North Carolina graduated from  

J .C. Carson High School.  He will attend Rowan 

Cabarrus Community College where he plans to 

seek a degree in computer information technol-

ogy.  Corey is the son of James R. Roberson, Jr. 

 

Michael Douglas Fishel from Lexington, North 

Carolina graduated from Calvary Baptist High 

School.  He will attend High Point University.  He 

is the son of Steven and Susan Fishel. 

 

Ryan Alexander Kane from Cresaptown, Mary-

land graduated from Allegany High School.  He 

will attend Frostburg State University where he 

will play football and pursue a degree in engineer-

ing.  Ryan has enjoyed fishing for toads at Cape 

Lookout with his mother, Cheryl Kane, and 

grandparents Kenneth and Phyllis Alexander.   

 

Lauren Elizabeth King from Durham, North 

Carolina graduated from Southern High School.  

She will attend East Carolina University.  She has 

often enjoyed the beauty and wonders of Cape 

Lookout while fishing with her parents, Scot and 

Vickie King. 

 

Michael James Meilinger from Rockwell, North 

Carolina graduated with honors from East Rowan 

High School. He plans to attend Lenoir-Rhyne 

University where he plans to seek a degree in en-

gineering, specializing in forestry/conservation.  

Michael recently received his Eagle Scout and 

God and Life Awards.  He is the son of Joseph 

and Kay Meilinger. 

 

Nicholas Benjamin Riggleman from Evans, 

West Virginia graduated from Ripley High 

School.  He will attend Marshall University where 

he plans to major in computer science.  He is the 

son of Benjamin F. Riggleman. 

 

Crystal Gail White from Shelby, North Carolina 

graduated from Burns High School and attends 

Cleveland Community College where she is 

studying to become a surgical technician.  She is 

Minimum Fish Size 

Park Watch 

Y 
ou can be an extra set of eyes and ears 

in the park to help the park rangers keep 

everyone safe and have a good time.  

To report a problem or a violation that you have 

seen, call 252-728-2250 extension 4444. 

http://www.diffclub.com/


H 
appy 

Birthday 

DIFF. 

Strike up the 

band! Pour the 

Champaign!  Light 

the candles!  BK 

can blow them out.  

DIFF is twenty-five years old this year.  Don Eury 

describes the nucleus of DIFF as small group of 

men that began fishing together on South Core 

Banks in 1981.  Their enthusiasm for fishing and 

their natural competitiveness lead to claims of fish-

ing greatness.  Their wives jokingly referred to this 

group as the Davis Island Fishing Fools.  Funny 

how a name created in jest can evolve into an im-

portant organization that has thrived for a quarter 

century.  The group was formally organized in 

1984 to attend public hearings across the state in 

support of continued use of motor vehicles on the 

island.  At that time, the name was changed to 

Davis Island Fishing Foundation, although their 

wives continued to use the original name when the 

guys were gone from home.  That same year about 

twelve members had an impromptu fishing contest.  

The 1984 bragging rights were loosely based on the 

truth.  They decided that a more organized fishing 

tournament would be a better measure of bragging 

rights and it would draw the interest of other fisher-

men to join DIFF.   The first organized tournament 

for Red Drum was 1985.  The last Thursday of 

September was selected because they did not want 

the Red Drum Tournament to interfere with their 

traditional flounder fishing in October.  The tourna-

ment continues to attract new members to DIFF 

today.  

I joined DIFF twenty years ago, so I missed the 

first five years.  My initial Newsletter in 1989 was 

chocked full of information.  The 1988 Red Drum 

Tournament was won by Billy Walker with a 45.79 

pound Red Drum.  More than 2200 pounds of Red 

Drum were caught by the eighty-seven participants.  

A Soapbox column by Jack Dunaway proposed 

changing the Red Drum Tournament to ñcatch and 

releaseò method by using length and girth measure-

ment rather than weight.  B.K. Barringer started a 

series of articles titled ñWhat About Tomorrow?ò 

where he discussed cabin work and how the club 

Q uick!  What are you doing in the year 

2013?  Any ideas?   

Well, thanks to the efforts of the Long 

Range Planning Committee, we have a handle 

on the direction DIFF should take for the next 

five years.  Any successful organization, in-

cluding DIFF, needs to be forward thinking.  

This year that guidance comes from committee 

members Mark Weir, Scot King, Ed Caskey, 

David Holcomb, Mike Laughlin, Ann Beeson, 

Johnny Wells and Mary Ellen Wells.  This 

panel brainstormed a lot of information and 

ideas to produce a Long Range Plan where 

DIFFs Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 

and Threats (SWOT) were evaluated.    As a 

result the membership can expect to see con-

tinuation of successful club activities, the addi-

tion of some new projects, the resurrection of 

some old projects and some exciting opportuni-

ties for the club, South Core Banks and Cape 

Lookout National Seashore. 

Special thanks should go out to the mem-

bers that took the time to complete and return 

the membership surveys.  The Long Range 

Planning committee values this input from the 

membership.  This simple questionnaire gives 

some insight into what you want and where 

you want the club to go, information that is 

vital to the continued success of DIFF.   For 

example, many members were dissatisfied with 

diffclub.com, DIFFs official website.  Based on 

that, our website will soon receive a much 

needed face lift and will be the site you want to 

visit for information about the club and South 

Core Banks. 

Much like the dynamic processes that con-

tinually shape and reshape the geography of 

Core Banks, the needs of DIFF and its mem-

bership evolve and change.  To meet those 

challenges, our organization will be proactive 

in the activities concerning CALO and South 

Core Banks. 

The Long Range Planning Committee wel-

comes any input and assistance from the mem-

bership for the present and future benefit of 

DIFF, CALO and South Core Banks. 

Scot King 
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Presidentôs Letter Long Range Plan 



 can work with the Park Service to improve the 

island.   A reprint from the Carteret County 

Newspaper described construction of two new 

cabins (now #9 and #10) built in 1988 as a joint 

effort by DIFF, Alger Willis Fish Camp and the 

Park Service.  DIFF contributed $21,000 for ma-

terials plus free labor.  AWFC contributed $7,000 

for materials plus free transportation.  The Park 

Service installed the pilings and supervised the 

construction.  Park Superintendent Bill Harris was 

very complementary of DIFF.   

The 1989 Newsletter also included a pledge 

statement by Don Eury challenging DIFF mem-

bers to:  Leave each 

cabin as clean as possi-

ble for the next tenant.  

Remove all trash and 

debris both in and 

around the cabin.  Re-

port any needed repairs 

to the concessionaire. 

Make some improvement 

to the cabin each time 

you use it.  Remove some trash or debris from 

somewhere on the island each visit.  Observe traf-

fic rules and regulations in order to prevent dam-

age to vegetation and erosion.  Observe federal 

and state regulations particularly in regard to fish 

and wildlife.  Help others in need.  Encourage 

others to join DIFF and be a part of our efforts.  

Support efforts to improve housing on the island. 

Most of these pledge statements still apply 

twenty years later.  Thanks Don! 

I recall thinking the value of the information in 

my very first DIFF Newsletter exceeded the $20 

membership fee I paid.   I have kept all my DIFF 

Newsletters since 1989.  Contact me if you have 

DIFF Newsletters prior to 1989.  They will be-

come part of our new web site history section.   

DIFF has been a great organization for the first 

twenty-five years.  The club has accomplished 

many things and the people involved have had 

rewarding experiences.  The future of DIFF looks 

just as exciting.  There will be many challenges 

for the club and many opportunities for the mem-

bers to contribute.  I ask each of you to examine 

your past experiences and find ways to help create 

a better future for the club and for the users of 

South Core Banks. 

The 2009 Board of Directors includes five new 
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Directors along with many new roles and respon-

sibilities.  The energy level is high and all the 

transitions are progressing smoothly.   

Thank you to the members that completed the 

2009 Member Survey forms.  The information 

from the survey was used by the Long Range Plan 

committee to help develop plans that will shape 

the clubôs future.  I am very pleased with the pro-

gress of our Scholarships program.  New and ex-

citing changes are coming to our web site.  You 

should check out www.diffclub.com at least once 

a month to see the new look and the additional 

features and functions that will be added.  Our 

chat room will keep you current on club activities.  

You will be able to renew your membership and 

sign up for the tournament and other DIFF activi-

ties in 2010.  We will offer exclusive DIFF mer-

chandise for sale.  Cool stuff.   

We are always in need of energetic people to 

help plan and implement projects such as new 

concepts for work trips, reactivating out team-

format fishing tournament and teaching fishing 

skills to island visitors.  The DIFF club is YOU.  

Contact any Board member if you can help. 

Mark Weir  

Bottle Recycling 

N 
orth Carolina will become the third state 

to ban disposal of plastic bottles in tradi-

tional trash bins.  Legislation passed in 

2005 becomes effective October 1 for soda bot-

tles, water bottles, milk jugs and other small-neck 

plastic bottles.  Bottle recycling will have a posi-

tive environmental and economic effect as Clear 

Path Recycling is building a $50 million plant in 

Fayetteville NC to recycle PET plastic bottles.  

They will be recycled into polyester for Shaw 

Floors to make carpet.   

Carteret County has a mixed-material recycla-

bles program that includes cardboard, newspa-

pers, glass, aluminum and bi-metal bev-

erage & food cans, and plastic beverage 

containers.  There are twelve receiving 

sites including one at Davis.  The park 

service plans to accommodate recycling 

at the cabin camps.  Please support recy-

cling at home and while on the island.  


